BYLAWS OF

________________________ SHRINERS _________________________

ARTICLE 1

Name and Purpose

§1.1  Name.  The name of this temple unit is ___________Shriners _____________________.

§1.2  Authorization.  It has been organized with the official authorization of the Potentate of _______________ Shriners.  It is governed by the articles of incorporation and bylaws of Shriners International, the charter and bylaws of _____________ Shriners, and these bylaws not inconsistent therewith.

§1.3  Location.  It shall have its principal location in _____________________, _________________.

§1.4  Purposes.  The purposes of this temple unit are to promote the use of ______________________ and complementary equipment in parades and activities of ____________ Shriners;  promote friendship and fellowship among its members and among all Shriners in the great tradition of Shriners International, where a warm heart and a hearty smile abound; and to arrange other fraternal activities, entertainment and trips for the benefit of ____________ Shriners and the members of this temple unit.

ARTICLE 2

Membership

§2.1  Prerequisite.  All members of this temple unit must be members in good standing in ____________ Shriners.

§2.2  Number.  This temple may have such number of members as are accepted.

§2.3  Application for Membership.  Application for membership shall be in writing and on the form approved by this temple unit.  Applications will be read at regular meetings and voted upon at the  regular meeting thereafter by secret ballot.  

§2.4  Election to Membership.  An applicant receiving a two-thirds affirmative vote of the voting members present and voting is elected to membership.  The vote is by secret ballot.

§2.5  Prohibition.  An active member of this temple unit may not hold active membership in any other temple unit other than the Legion of Honor.

§2.6  Categories of Membership.

(a)  Apprentice Member.  An applicant for active membership in this temple unit may not be an active member in another temple unit, other than the Legion of Honor. An applicant for active membership who receives the affirmative vote of two-thirds of the active members present and voting is accepted as an apprentice member.  He is permitted all rights and privileges, except the right to hold office and the right to vote.

(b)  Active Member.  An apprentice member may be elected as an active member after participation in the meetings and activities of this temple for six months.  The election must be by a two-thirds affirmative vote of the voting members present and voting at a regular or annual meeting..  An active member is permitted all rights and privileges, including the right to vote and to appear in costume at temple and public functions.
(c) Associate Member.  Associate membership is conferred on an applicant who applies for it 

and who receives  the affirmative vote of two-thirds of the voting members present and voting at a regular or annual meeting of this temple unit.  He is permitted all rights and privileges, except the right to hold office and the right to vote.  He may participate in meetings and activities of this temple unit if such participation does not interfere with his participation in any other temple unit to which he belongs as an active member.
(d) Life Member.  A member of this temple unit may, for meritorious service to the temple or to this temple unit, be granted life membership upon receiving the affirmative vote of two-thirds of the voting members present and voting at a regular or annual meeting.  He is, thereafter, exempt from the temple unit’s annual dues.  A life members is permitted all rights and privileges.
(d) Honorary Member.  An honorary membership may be conferred on any Noble who has 

rendered a distinctive service to the temple or to this temple unit, upon receiving the affirmative vote of two-thirds of the voting members present and voting at a regular or annual meeting.  He is permitted all rights and privileges, except for the right to hold office, the right to vote, and the right to appear in public performances.

§2.7  Conduct.  Members shall at all time conduct themselves in a gentlemanly manner and shall refrain from any word, deed or action that might tend to degrade the reputation of the Shrine.  They shall at all times exhibit a willingness to work and participate in the affairs of this temple unit.  Failure to do so shall be cause for termination of membership as herein provided. 

§2.8  Termination.  Membership in this temple unit shall automatically terminate when a member ceases to be in good standing in _______________ Shriners.  It may also be terminated:  (a)  at the request of a member;  (b)  by the direction of the Potentate of _________________ Shriners;  (c)  by a two-thirds vote of the voting members present and voting at a meeting, provided notice of the purpose thereof is given to all members seven days in advance of such meeting; or (d) for nonpayment of dues.

§2.9  Suspension.  Membership in this temple unit may be suspended by the Potentate of the temple.  It may also be suspended if the member is in arrears on temple unit dues or assessments for one year.  It may also be suspended upon the affirmative two-thirds vote of the voting members present and voting at a meeting, provided notice of the purpose thereof is given to all members seven days in advance of such meeting.
ARTICLE 3

Meetings

§3.1  Regular.  A regular meeting shall be held once a month the principal location of the temple unit, unless otherwise authorized by the potentate of ____________ Shriners, at the call of the President unless otherwise scheduled by a majority vote of the voting members at the previous regular meeting.
§3.2  Annual.  The first regular meeting of each year is also the annual meeting.

§3.3  Special.  A special meeting may be called at any time by the potentate of _____________ Shriners, or the President, for good and compelling reasons, and shall be called by the President upon the request of any three voting members of this temple unit.  All members shall receive seven days advance notice of such meeting.

§3.4  Notice.  Not less than seven days written, electronic, or telephonic notice must be given of the time and place of all meetings.  

§3.5  Quorum.  A quorum consists of seven voting members of this temple unit, one of who must be the President or the Vice President.

§3.6  Attendance Requirement.  Attendance by all members at meetings, events and activities of this temple unit is required if so directed by the President; and attendance of this temple unit at events and activities of ________________ Shriners, or in which ________________ Shriners participates, is required if so directed by the Potentate of _______________ Shriners.
§3.7  Vote.  Each voting member of this temple unit must be in attendance to exercise his vote.

ARTICLE 4

Officers, Election, Installation, Duties

§4.1  Officers.  The officers of this temple unit are the President, Vice President, Treasurer and Secretary.  If the members so vote at the regular meeting in December, the same person may hold the offices of Treasurer and Secretary.

§4.2  Election.  The officers shall be elected for the ensuing year by a majority vote of the voting members present and voting at the regular meeting held in December.  Elections shall be by secret ballot.  The list of the elected officers is to be presented to the Recorder of ______________ Shriners by the last day of December for approval by the incoming temple Potentate.

§4.3  Installation.  The elected officers, who have been approved by the temple Potentate, shall be installed at the annual meeting of the temple in January.

§4.4  Duties.  

(a)  President.  He shall preside at all meetings and is the chief executive officer of the temple unit.  A member must have served at least one year in another elective office of this temple unit in order to be qualified to be elected as President, unless prior dispensation is granted by the temple Potentate.

(b)  Vice President.  He executes all orders of the President and, in his absence, performs the duties of the President..

(c)  Treasurer.  He is the custodian of all funds of this temple unit.  He shall keep an accurate account of all money received and expenditures made.  At each meeting he shall provide a report of all fund received and expended during the preceding period and his report shall be filed with the Secretary of the temple unit.  A copy of his annual report shall be filed with the Treasurer and Recorder of _______________ Shriners. 

(c)  Secretary.  He is the custodian of all the records and documents of this temple unit.  He shall maintain a current list of all members.  He shall send all notices of meetings to the members.  He shall maintain a record of attendance of all members at meetings and activities and maintain minutes of the meetings.  He shall, on or before the annual meeting, issue a membership card to each member in good standing for the ensuing year.  A copy of his annual report shall be filed with the Treasurer and Recorder of _____________________ Shriners.

§4.5  Compensation.  Officers shall perform their duties and responsibilities without financial compensation.

ARTICLE 5

Committees and Duties

§5.1  Standing Committees.
(a)  Executive.  There shall be an executive committee and it shall consist of the president, vice 

president, treasurer and secretary.  It shall be the duty of the executive committee to propose regulations and procedures for the conduct of the affairs of this temple unit and to submit them to the voting members for approval.  This committee may transact any business of an emergency nature between meetings of the temple unit, which business must be reported to the members at the next meeting with a request to the voting members for ratification of such business.

(b)  Equipment.  There shall be an equipment committee consisting of two members appointed by the president and ratified by the voting members.  This committee shall investigate the prudence of purchasing new equipment, uniforms and paraphernalia and issue reports thereon at regular meetings, at which time the voting members shall make a decision.

(c)  Audit.  There shall be an audit committee consisting of two members, appointed by the president, and ratified by the voting members.  This committee shall audit all of the books of the treasurer and secretary and submit a written report to the members at the annual meeting.  Copies thereof shall be presented to the Potentate and Recorder of ____________ Shriners.
§5.2  Special Committees.  The President shall appoint such special committees as he deems advisable and assign their duties.

ARTICLE 6

Fiscal

§6.1  Fiscal Year.  This temple unit shall operate on a calendar year basis, and it must arrange its books of account, annual report and audit to conform to the calendar year.

§6.2  Budget.  This temple unit shall adopt an annual operating budget.  The adoption of the budget constitutes the appropriation of funds for the purposes in the budget.  Funds cannot be transferred from one account to another except by amendment to the budget.  There can be no expenditure of funds except as authorized by the budget.  The budget may be amended by affirmative vote of the members at any annual or regular meeting, or at a special meeting called for such purpose with notification to all members.

§6.3  Dues.  The annual dues, and any initiation fee, shall be determined by a majority vote of the voting members at the regular meeting in December.

§6.4  Nonpayment of Dues.  Any member whose dues are in arrears for one year shall be suspended from membership provided he has been given written notice sent to his last know address.

§6.5  New and Replacement Equipment.  The purchase of any new or used equipment or uniforms, having an expenditure of less than $5,000.00, may be authorized by a majority vote of the voting members at any regular or annual meeting.  Any purchase having an expenditure of $5,000.00 or more must first be warned by a notice to all members seven days in advance of the meeting.  An affirmative majority vote of the voting members at such duly warned meeting shall constitute approval of the expenditure.

ARTICLE 7

Shrine & Temple Authority

§7.1  Control by Potentate.  This temple unit is part of the working corps of ______________ Shriners.  It is under the control of the Potentate of ___________________Shriners and must be composed wholly of Nobles.

§7.2  Shrine Law.  Each member of this temple unit must be a Noble and he must, at all times, comply with Shrine law.

§7.3  Internal Revenue Service.  This temple unit does not have a separate legal or tax existence, and it may not obtain a separate tax identification.

§7.4  Assets.  Money, property and all other assets of this temple unit are vested in _______________ Shriners.  Each member is strictly accountable for all property of the temple unit in his possession.  All such property shall be returned forthwith to the President upon a member's termination from the temple unit.

§7.5  Dissolution.  In the event of the dissolution of this temple unit, its money, property and all other assets shall be immediately delivered to _________________ Shriners.

ARTICLE 8

Amendments

§8.1  Procedure.  A proposal to amend these bylaws must be sent to each member seven days in advance of the meeting at which action will be taken thereon.  Amendments require a two-thirds affirmative vote of the voting  members present and voting.  If the proposal receives such affirmative vote, it is then sent to the Potentate of ________________ Shriners.  If he approves the proposal, it is adopted and becomes effective.  

Adoption

I hereby certify that the foregoing bylaws were duly adopted by the voting members of the _______________ Shriners __________________________ on _______________ ____, 20____. 


Dated this ____ day of ______________, 20____.

_______________________________________
Attest: __________________________________



              
- President



                        - Secretary
Certification

I have reviewed and considered the foregoing proposed temple unit bylaws and find them in proper and legal form and that they will not conflict with any of the articles of incorporation or bylaws of Shriners International, or the bylaws of _________________ Shriners.  I recommend their approval by the potentate.










__________________________________










                           - Temple Attorney

Approval
The application of the _______________ Shriners ____________________________ for approval of the foregoing proposed bylaws was presented for review and consideration.

I have received the advice of the temple attorney, who confirms that they are in proper and legal form and that they will not conflict with the articles of incorporation or bylaws of Shriners International or _________________ Shriners.

Upon consideration of the foregoing, I hereby grant my approval to the application and to the bylaws, and they are effective as of this date. 
______________________________________
Attest: __________________________________
              
                       
           - Potentate


                                       - Recorder
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